ITB Joseph H. Thompson
Jr./ Joseph H. Thompson

By Palrick Lapinski

On & requler basis during the Graat Lokes
shipping season the Joseph H Thomosmm
glides effortlessly through the Supemsor aning,
mbound for the Burlington-Morthermn Santa
Fa ore docks m Allosez, The Thompsen doas
not drew the crowds of onlookers whan it
comes o part like shaps do 8 Duligh's
Canal Park, end in fact, many vessel purisis
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tend to ignara the ship as an aberration of
some kind. The Thompson is one of a grovs-
ing numbor af former lakers conwvented to

infzgrated tug-basgas (ITB) operating on the
takes loday
Today, the Thusmeson may not resamble ity
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vassels, with capacities ranping
from’ 21,000 fo 68,000 fons
ame equipped to pat the job
done, aven under chaliengng
conditkns. We work closely
with each of our customars 1o
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defivery af raw maleriats,
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former pppearance, bt the vessel does
have & kang and interesting history, Indaed,
prios 1o becoming & bulk carrer for the M. A
Henna Co. of Cleveland m 1952 the
Thompsonwas active in the sastern Atlantic
for the US Martime Comenession as a C4
troop and cargo carmer. Launched m 1544 as
the Marme Robdr, the vessal sew actwes
service on June 4, 1944 at Normandy. Adtar
World War Il the Marine Aobwi bagan is
carger on the Grest Lakes, snd n 1952 tha
vessal was cut in twa, lengthened, and con-
verted 10 8 bulk cammer at 0 shipyard mn
Maryland. Following its comwersion, the vas-
sel retumed to the lakes as the Joseph M
Thomason, with the distinction of besg the
konpest vessel on the lekes &t the tma,

In 1990, the Thompesor was sliced in kol
again. Thiz tma the il forward al the
angine room was converied iMoo a salf
unloading barge for Upper Lakes Towing of
Ezcanaba, Mich By 1990, Upper Lakes bulle
o naw tug around most of the Thompsons
former engine roam, the bamge, in a sense.
raumnstad with its after end. The g, refarrad
to as “Junior,” (Joseph N, Thoampson Jrl =
preverad by three diesel lncomplive engines,
aming the T8 a total of 7,500 horsepoawes

In an age of shipping where Brge corpo
ratons contral 8 large percentage of G
busmass on the lekes the Thomoss 5 an
excaption to the nule. Upper Lakes & a fam
il owned and operated business, and
Captain Richard Stropich, one of five
Stropich brothers that sail on the Thompson,
hkes i thet wey, Richard recalled mokng
Shaur when he startad out 8t the age of ¥
taen as a deckhand abpard the wig-bamge
cambo e L 8oore / Wiltranecs, While his
responsibilites have grown over the years,
bz gnjoyment of sailing has remained siead
faslL




Integrated Tug-Bargs Joseph M Thampson

The nosmal trade routs for the Thompson
i5 o carmy mconite pellets from tha Superior
are dock to Port Huran, Dhio, on Laka Enie, or
to Indiana Harbor, Indiana, on Laks
Michigan. The Thompsor cames an aver-
age of 21 000 gross tons per tnp.

CVRD Sells Its Stake in
CST to Arcelor

CVAD {Cia. Vale do Rio Docal Rio de
Janeirn, Brazil, thie weorlel's lnngest Iron ohe
Producer, nas gsigned @ ooenfract swith
Arealor, based in Lumamboury, the warld's
lprgest sieedmaker, to sell CVRD'S share in
Cia, Silervgsca dio Tubaran [CET)

CVRD agreed to el Arcalor B69 045 672
commaon shares and 9360, 163 387 preforred
shares, represendiing 497% of the voling
capital and M 96% of the non-wing capital
ol CST, for USS451.1 million for the shares
and rights o be transterred 1o Arcobos
gecording o the conirac

Blzn, CVRD wall sall 403453, 177 common
shares al CST Enked o thie current CST
shargholders’ agreement

The zale to Arcelor means & total divesi-
ment of the 20.02% share of the C5T capital
currently owned by CVRD, R
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Since 1%720. Minnesota Power has baan your pariner in tha iron mining

indusiry delivering low-cost, reliable eleclric power. Today our focus remaing
crystal clear—offering you a competittve supply of energy-related sarvices

We are positioned to be your partner info the future. Keeping the work and

workforce here in Nartharn Minnesota, Togather we will remain partners in

Industry and support the communiies wihere we 'wWork an
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