Peavey: Integral supplier to ConAgra

Tl‘w handling, seorage, Ir.hlil1|._; anil ex
porting of grain have all been associ-
pred wich the Peavey name almost since
frmiers hpst began plowing luerows across
the rich farmlands of the upper Midwest,
[n cthe late 18805, Frank Peavey expanded
his busines, move-lor-move, agains his
competitors by add-
ing hine and term-
nal elevators acroas
lowa, Minneso
and Morth Dalkora

o capure  the

The Port's Past
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bouniri ful

that bl his em
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['he Peavey company has a long and
iNTeTesiing |1'i:.r|1-r_|.' in the Twin Pores, be

ginning in the mid 1880s when Frank

["eavey served on the board of direcoors of

the Pulueh Elevagor Company, an eleva-
RO SYSIERL Operating in Superior. In 18496,

['eavey purchased the financially strapped

Belt Line Elevaror Company, also in Su-
perior, and took direct control of the Dih-
luth Elevator Lompany, The paos ebevaroe
systems gave him a combined storage ca-
pacity of 8,5 million bushels ar Supenor.
To operate the elevators, Peavey formed
the Glabe Elevaror Company. a name thar
later became synonymous with dhie Peavey
operations in the Twin Mo

PPeavey also invested heavily on the
Duiluth side of the harbar, constructing
the Pepvey-Duluch Terminal in 1904,
Peavey pionecred the wse of concrere in
Morth America as a fireproof method of
STOFLOE EEim, |.'l|.|i||J.i||g the first concrere
grain silo in Norch America, in 1899, in
Minneapolis, Thar stlo sall stands tomdiy,

A Drhaluih, Peavey construcred the
firse concrere rerminal in Duluch, Peavey-
Duluch Terminal, between 19000 and
1900, Ar a time critical ro the develop-
ment of Concrete 4y 4 Consrucion mite-

rial [or grain storage. the Duluth silos were

The Peavey srory in the Twin Mot goes back to the 1880,
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put o the wst when the adjacent woaod-
framed Peavey work house burned o the
waterhne on February 17, 19060, The con-
crere silos survived the fire, proving their
worth, and as a resule the Peavey work
honise bectme the las wood-Tramed eleva-
ror baile in the Twin Ports, Peavey conrin-
ued o aperate on both sides of the harbar
|.11r ITEENY YR

ConAgra Foods, one of the largess
packaged tood companies in the world, i«
thee successor o the III_'.:I'r'L':i- bepacy, acguiir-
ing the Peavey Company in 1982, With
the acquesaoon, ConAgra became the larg-
et LS, Nowr miller and che largesic |||.|.||-
licly held grain merchandiser.

The ConAgra Fomds story has a
humble beginning, and like the onging ol
nicarly all of 1s mvals in the food idusory
it is 2 story founded on the drenms of a
derermined individual. ConAgra Foods
sold its first bag of four in 1867, and in

1919, Alva Kinney was instrumental an




four Nebraska flour mills, combining their
resotrees 1o borm Mebraska Consolidaed
Mills (WM.

NCM became a recognized name in
the four milling industry, and in the
L9505, a8 0 way to increse sales for 1w Hour
products, created a buzz in the consumer
world with the introduction of the
[Diincan Hines cake mis, which was laer
sold. By 1971, MCM changed is name oo
ConAgra, a Latin derivarive meaning
“writh” and “land." The COHTIULITY Wils
now poised o miakoe a grant keap o become
one of the dominant players in the food
indusery,

After being acquired by ConAgra,
Peavey began consolidating its Twin Ports
Lrain \I|i|1-1‘1i.r|g CPETLEIS, The firs I1ig
move came with the purchase of the
Connors Point elevator from the Chicago
Morthwestern Raileoad, The SCCPLUISLERIT
of the Connors Point elevaror would pur
an end to the reliance on the durable old
Lalobe elevator for vesel ||.h:1r]i|1.g. The

Connors Paint elevaror was buile in 1966

by the Chicapn & Morthwestern Railroad

Mooz by Pt Lapbieiled

and had previously been operated on a
bomgaverm bese by Conninenial G,

The 8.3 million bushel Connors
['oint elevaror uses a combination of con-
crete silos, steel AfEatige g bk anl flat stor-
age bor grain storage and handling, and it
is active throughout the shipping season,
loading both Great Lakes vessels and deep-
water ocean vessels. It ships by shurdle
trains during the winter monrhs, In addi-
tion to the Connor Poine facility,
ConAgra Foods also operates Elevaror M.,
a 3.2-million-bushel elevaror used prima-
eily for leading grain into il

In 20001, ConAgra changed iss name
m ConAgra Foods o make clear the
Chmpany & focus on the bood husiness,
Today, ConAgra Foods s one of
America’s leading packaged food compa-
nies, locused on branded and value-added
food products. Well-known ConAgra
Foods remil brands include Butrerhall,
Chel Bowa rebee, Hl.'il]lEI.!.-‘ Choice and
Hunt's. ConAgra Foods foodservice prid-
uets are found in restaurants, howels and
insttueions around the weoeld. In the
company's ingrediens business, the grain
thar Peavey's system provides is integral o
ConAgm Food Ingredients in manuifaciur-
ing its line of specialty flours, which are
custom-made o CF] and customer speci-
fications,

While the Peavey grain dlevators are
a vital part of the Twin Pors waterfrong,
l|'||::," are 1:||.1|;|.' 3 part aof the larger Condgeri
Foods nerwork thar emplovs approxi-
mately 40,000 people worldwide, The
next time you shop at your local grocery
store af et ar your favorite restaurant, the
chances are good that you'll come in con-

tact with a product from Condgra Foods.




