GREAT LAKES FLEET: Then and Now
by Patrick Lapinski

The lang antcipeted sale of the eight vessels that comprised
the Grest Lakes Fleet, Inc. was made afficial this past Octaber
wifian the Conadian Mutional Ry, Ca, amnauncad te purchase of
the holdngs of Great Lekes Transporation LLG for USS380 il
o, Included In the scape transacton, along with the Graat
Lakes Flaat, are the rail operations af the Duluth, Missaboe, snd
lran Ranga Railway Co, IDMEIR) the Bassemer gnd Lake Eoa
Railroad Co. {BALEY, and The Pitsburgh & Conneaus Dock Co,
|PAC Dockl. Final wpproval of the sele by the US Surlsce
Transportation Board is expected to be comploted in aarly May.

Ir i ares ol manng transgorlabon, the prgin of mdags
Graat Lakes Floel began in 1898 wath the formation of the
Pittsburgh Sleamship Co. The fest, consistrg of 11 steamers
and teen barges, was soon shsorbad alang with six other small-
and modium-gired foats in the crostion af the United Staves
ateel Co. in 1907, In the short span of twvo years, te Fimshurgh
Srodmsship Co., se o pon of the ree “Stael Trusy,” axpandod @
112 glaamshps and barges, mare then double the tetal number
ol aative Amoerican ships on the Grooal Lokes taday

The fleet was forged and inoldec into & model of efficienoy,
nuickly bacaming a demenant lorge an the lakes, all the whids
hauiling their cargoss exclusively far U5 Stesl. Dubbod the “Tn
Sochirs,” thes vassels ware an all too familiar sight Lo aryoi
gt all assacisted wit thi Groal Lakes mantime mdustry. The
ships of LIS Stagl holped corry the matian Srough bee Wia i
Wars and beyond, freguently seding, and then breaking, their
Fn lannige ragards

The last guartar of the 2th century would prove ta be a chal-
lenging one for US Stoel and its laet of shps, Is 1981, facing
Exframe coondmic pressuras resuting fram a depressed
domostic steol market, US Steel divested itself of itz once-pow
peful fleat The USS Grest Lakes Fleef was formad, 2 swholly
pwvnad subsidiary of LIS Steel, congisting of thirly-enae ships. For
e first time in thisi stoned listary, Se ships were competing
far cargo on tho opes mefket, Tha new campatitive anvirsnment
gpalled the end for many of the fleet’s aging vossels, resha phig
tve lreat Lakes fleat inw its present-day configurabon of sight
vazgaly

The Great Lokes Fleel consists of tea 1000-f. class vessels,
1we Ecwirr W Goit end the Edgar 8. Speer the Presague [sie, o
1000-fL intagrated tug barge; the Roger Blough, on BSE- L
freigher; three “ARAT class vessols, the Coson J Cailowey,
Arthur M Anderson, and Phillo B Olarma: and the former Bradley
feat sheamed Jobdn &, Mamson, The total fleat cspacity for e
wirsgels is about 393,000 net tons.

According o Cenadias National spokesmon Mark Hallmen,
CM hes antered infto 8 tiree-year contract with US-hased
kayatane shigping Co. to opatale Lhe vessels. The fadeal law
bnavwn as the Janes Act prohibits Cenadian Mational from dinect
pporadon of te vessels, (The Jones Act prohibis foreign avwen
ership, operatan, and manning of vessals rading basseen U3
ports], "Koystans & & highly rogerded aperamr of veasels, both
in private industry and the US govamment,” ststed Hallman
iofjarding CA's o graarmen with Eaysmag,

Al thes time, Canadian Metional plans to retain all eighl ves-
gl sg weall ag maintem the olfices of Duluth  Therd are
presenitly no plans ® ro-naoe S vessels ar alter the paint and

logo schemes. Hallmas said that Canadian Mational hes not
iuled out leaking inta new markets for the vassels, “Wa plan to
markat the vessels oy sgaressively &5 we do oie core Businoss,
expanding markets wwhers thisy make oconamic sonse”

Keystone, with hoadguarors in suburban Philadelghia, i 8
privataly hald company specialiong in tha Tansportation of
poalrdeum products, crude oll, ang chemicals. Keystone was
frundad in 1919 by Chardes Kz, grandfasher of Rebert Kurz, cur
rant prasident of Beystone Shpping. o additon o its deag-sau
tanker flaet, Kevstone aperates and mansgas sevaral vessels as
part of the U5 Morima Admanlstration (MARSD| feot
Faystone's only prasence an the Great Lakes is its operation of
the asg-barge me. Michigen and barge Grear Lakos, EZ3

Philip A, Clarke
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