On a balmy October of 2003 evening the
1000-1t ora carrier Burms Harbar grrives at
the Superior entry, making itz way
through the autumn darkness o the
Burlington Morthern-3anta Fe dock for
another load of taconite pallets. The
Burns Harboris one of two 1000-foot ves-
sitls making the steady run from Superior
to Burns Harbor, IN, on Lake Michigan, for
new owner 156G {Intermational Steal
Group).

Operating & vessel 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, can be very demand-
ing work. All large commercial vessals
salling the Great Lakes oparata with two
ceptains, ana permenently assigned to
the vessel, and one relief captain who
usually rotates among several vessels
throughout the year. The Bums Harboris
commandad by two experienced cap-
tains who have s combined total of sev-
enty-ning years of zailing on the Great
Lakes!

At the halm of the Burns Harbor on
thiz trip is Captain Al Tielke, of Avon, OH,
Captain Tielke is 1367 designated relief
captain for the Burns Harbor and the
Stowart J. Covt Captain Tielks began his
caraar in 1963 wnth the Interlake
Steamship Co. Captain Tielke worked his
way up the ranks from his first job as &
deckhand on the Str. Hary Coulby to the
rank af mastar in 1968, whan he took his
first command on the Effen Hopt 2nd,

The permanent captain on the Buwms
Harbor is Dave Lindmark. Captain
Lindmark began his career on the Great
Lakes in 1857 for the Wilson Marine
Transit Co. aboard the steamer James
Laughfin. Dave stayed with Wilsan until
the early 1970s before joining Cleveland-
Cliffs whan Wilson went out of business.
¥WWhen Cleveland-Chffs sold the last of its
ships in the mid-1%80s Dave signed on
with Bethlehem Steel, now owned and
operated by the International Steal
Group {15G). In 2001 Captain Lindmark
was appointed B85 permanent master
aboard the Burns Harbor.

When the Burns Harbor was built in
1979 for the Great Lakes Steamship
Oiasion of Bethlehem Steel, the steel
industry had been in a8 long cycle of
prozperity. Bethlehem had planned to
build six of the 1000-foot class of vessels.
The Burns Harbor was the third to be
completed but became the last for

Bethlehem when the
steel industry faced
savara aconomic chal-
lenges in the early
19805 In fact, it woukd
be almost & year from itz
launching in October
1979 beftora the Burns
Harbor would make its
first trip in September of
the following year,

In 1997 the Burns
Harbor set the record
for the largest iron ore
cargo ever moved off
Lake Superior with a
load of 72,300 net tons
from this same Superior
dock, The Lewis Wilson
Foy®, sister ship of the
Burns Harbor, holds the
avarall record with a
cargo of over 81,000 net
tons. Records  are
rgant 1o be broken, but
an this Detober 2003 trip
tha Burns Harbor would
depart Superior with
about 57,000 tons of ore,
down considerably from

years ago, Low watar
levels across all of the
Great Lakes in recent
yaars are having a dra-
matic impact on lakes
shipping.

* The Lews Wilson
Foy was renamed the
Dglebay Norton in 1990,
 wn |
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A view across the deck of the Bums Harbar
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