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At home in the engine room
Chief Engineer celebrates life aboard
Charles M. Beeghly

BY PATRICK LIPINSKI

In August, 2003, Mark 5t. Fierre was ap
pointed Chiel Engineer on the steamer
Charles M. Beeghly. “T'm thnlled,” Mark ad-
mits, “but sailing is first

Mark now spends a lot of time in his “of-
lice,” an adjoining stateroom next to his
sleeping berth, ordering supplies, managing
inventory and complying with maritime
rules and regulations
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two stories beneath him. A quick glance

around the room reveals steel cabinets [ull

; e = ; In 1981, Mark was surprised, and honored, to be selected as one
:;I.[:‘;;r.:._l?i'|l,lI,l._' P. ,I:I 2 I,,::, ,,f,: I.I.I.I.I|I. of the crew to bring out the brand new flagship for the Interlake
metal desk spanning the width of the room | Steamship fleet, the William J. Delancey, under the tutelage of

litered with pens, pencils, parts, note pads Chief Ken Johansen.
manuals, desk lamps, computers, printers
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space with any available room is the green 10 UPErace guic klv." he recalls. so belore thi | feel like I'm part ol the Interlake [ami

naugahyde couch requisite in most Chiels vear was out, Mark was heaing north towards ly,"” he says. "I've done a ,-.'_-‘-~a| enough joh
offices, which, ol everything in the rocm, is @ mowing target, a ship that be hoped to catch that they've appreciated my work

prabably the most seldom used. The office ||'.:-I.""|I|.. hio town of Ashiabula |r| the -,||||.||.‘| ol 2006, the steames

walls are lined with calendars Irom various v first sh 1> on he Lakes was the I L Charles M. Beerhly will become the largesl

vendors and dealers, circulating [ans and Mauthe, May 5, 1979, he says. The next steamship on the Great Lakes [ollowing
safety notices. The room's pie-shaped di three months were an mtense time [or the conversion ol Iln-z mate Lee A, Tregurtha to
mensions and canted loor are the few re- voung Third Assistant. Under the matelage o a diesel-powered vessel. There are many
minders ol its location on a ship Chiel Engineer |-||| Jarvis, Mark began leam- things Mark finds to his liking about sailing
Mark, a native of Brunswick, Maine, was ing the nuances of working aboard steam- on the .'I..--.'-' In his estimation the engine
the first in his [amily to choose sailing as a powered vessels, performing reliel work on room is well laid out, the engines and ma
prolession when he enrolled in the nearby the Mauthe and later, the Elton Hovt 2nd chinery run well and the ship itsell makes
Maine Maritime Acaderny i Ilu & |'-. 1970s I“ 1981, Mark was surprised, and hon- eood muns o many ports on the Lakes rather
The Maine Maritime Ac: y had a ed, 1o be H.'--:-.-..h.:--. of the crew to than being conbined 10 a few dedicated runs
eoc] reputation for engineering o |l. grees and bring out the brand new Nagship for the In Even with manning reductions in recent
jobs,” Mark says. “A lot of guys wi ..|~| g0 terlake Steamship fleet, the William J. De- years, Mark knows what it takes to keep
there, get the degree, sail for a few vears, and Lancey, under the tutelage of Chiel Ken everything in top order
then use that ..\]n MENCe a5 i SIEpPIng stom Johansen. This was Mark’s first extensive time We've put a lot of work into this ship,’
to get a job onshore. | really wanted to sail aboard a diesel-powered ship since coming Mark says. “I have a lot of pride and appre-
Four years later, along with 34 others onto the Great Lakes. What sticks in his | ciation [or these workers
Muark graduated and entered the world ol mind, however, was the massive outpouring The Charles M. Beeghly has been home 1o
marine engineering. The demand for engi- of p ople to visit the Delancey [ollowing its Mark for more than ." years, and il Mark
neers was hot and a scant three days alter christening ceremony in Lorain has his way, he will stay until he retires
graduating, Mark was heading o the Gull [hroughout the 19805 and ‘905, Mark | cdon't care to work amywhere else.” he
Mexico as a cadet aboard a U, 5. Lines steadily worked his way up the seniority list says. “When I'm done here, my career is
merchant vessel with Interlake, earning his Second and First ovel
With an eye toward keeping his option Assistant certifications along the way, Since Mark politely declined a request 1o have
open, Mark ook a look a1 the Grem Lakes his move 1o the Great Lakes, Mark has only his photo taken on the deck of the Charles
as a better ~-| portunity to rapidly advance sailed with the Tnterlake Sieamship Compa- M. Beeghly. *1 den’t belong up here,” he
his caree ny and is appreciative of the loyalty they hawve adamantly states, "besides, no one would be-
They were olfening some nice packages showt him lieve it. 1 belong in the engine room [ |
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